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Huddled in prayer, members of the St. Joseph's Prep alumni rugby team 428 West begin their memorial fund-raiser in Fairmount Park.

A lively cheer for No.

By Kristen A. Graham
INQUIRER STAFF WRITER

Because they were Josias
Sterling’s friends, they
formed a line and slung their
arms around each others’
shoulders. Some shivered in
the bitter breeze.

They were the members of
428 West, a rugby team from
the St. Joseph’s Prep Class of
2008. They share inside jokes,
stories about tournament
weekends, and a deep sense
of loss.

In July, player No. 8§ —
Josias A. Sterling, 19, a bois-

terous, happy Temple University sopho-
more — died in Ocean City, N.J., when
a powerful rip current pulled him out

Josias A.
Sterling, player
No. 8, drowned
in July.

asts.

to sea. He had been standing in knee-

deep water tossing a football
with Ryan Gregory, a team-
mate and best friend.

Yesterday, the friends gath-
ered for the Josias A. Sterling
Memorial Apple Pie Sevens
Rugby Tournament. Bill Gre-
gory, Ryan Gregory's father
and Sterling’s coach at the
Prep, addressed the more
than 250 people who stood on
the playing field in Fairmount
Park.

“Today, we're going to cele-
brate his life, have a happy
day, and smash each other in
the face,” Bill Gregory said,

earning smiles and cheers from the
crowd of rugby players and enthusi-

See STERLING on B7
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A benediction by the Rev. George W. Bur,
president of St. Joseph's Prep, opened the
whimsically titled Josias A. Sterling Memorial
Apple Pie Sevens Rugby Tournament.






