
Thursday, November 20, 2008

Dear Tom, Chu-Ching and famil5

Yesterday, when I ran across this poem written for me by Jengyee in 1993,I knew there was a
message in there somewhere for all of us. Obviously, I kept the poem because I found it
touching and meaningful at the time, but now, unearthing it at just this moment (after 14 years),
seems even more meaningful. What a remarkable and insightful child she was, so fulI of
eagemess to leam--always her presence brought warmth and brightness to a room. As I read her
words, I especially find amazing the stanza:

"Many things may happen,
But the best has not yet come. "

Although, it seems impossible to understand how "the best" can come when Jengyee is not
physically here . . ., wo must strive to feel her in our hearts.

Jengyee's ending to her poem also seems prophetic:

"The day just took our joyous moments
Of the day away."

I know from the personal experience of losing my sister and her family, that we must take any
new positive outgrowths (awarenesses) which may come of the loss of our loved one(s) and
embrace thern- these special ones who touch our lives and then must leave, were here for a
purpose . . . and now as time passes, that purpose will unfold and be revealed.

I am proud to have contributed to Jengyee's process of constructing who she was to be. Thank
you for entrusting her to me.

I have sent you the original of Jengyee's poem; the very paper her hands have touched. I made a
color copy for myself as a reminder of how important my commitment to children is. I will
frame this "gift" and hang it in my office.

You have my love and best wishes as you regain your equilibrium after this horrible blow.
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